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About the unit

In this unit pupils find out about the origins of Judaism and the lives of two of the faith’s founding fathers, Abraham and Moses. They use a range of written and visual sources to select, record and evaluate information on the importance of Abraham and Moses in the development of the Jewish faith. They will be introduced to the main elements, rituals and festivals of the Jewish faith and will reflect on how the historical background influences current religious practice through the rituals and symbols of the faith. They will reflect on questions of human existence and purpose, and consider their own beliefs in the light of their learning about the origins of Judaism. This unit follows the objectives of the locally agreed syllabus in KS3.
This unit is expected to take approximately 11 hours.

Where the unit fits in

This unit builds on work that the pupils have done on a the origins of Christianity in the unit Year 7 unit on Christianity and furthers the investigation of the origins of the world’s religions which is a feature of the KS3 curriculum
The unit prepares pupils for work in GCSE RE/RS.


Expectations

At the end of this unit

most pupils will: know about the lives of Abraham and Moses and be able to recognize and describe key events in their lives; understand the reasons for and the results of these key events; explain how the principal beliefs and teachings of Abraham and Moses impacted on the lives of their followers; explain the experience of inspirational people and relate it to their own and others’ lives; reflect on questions about the meaning and purpose of human existence, formulating their own response to such questions; they will begin to recognize some of the key elements, rituals and festivals of the Jewish faith.
some pupils will not have made so much progress and will: know when Abraham and Moses lived, and describe some of the key events from their lives; know some principal beliefs and teachings of Abraham and Moses and make links between religious symbols, stories and beliefs; make informed responses to other people’s values and commitments in the light of their learning; reflect on questions about meaning and purpose of human existence, formulating their own response to such questions

some pupils will have progressed further and will: know in detail the life story of  Abraham and Moses, understanding the importance of key events in their historical and cultural setting; explain how religious beliefs, teachings, practices and lifestyles of their followers related to their teachings; evaluate religious answers to questions of meaning and purpose using appropriate evidence and examples; reflect on questions about meaning and purpose of human existence, formulating their own informed response to such questions

Prior learning

It is helpful if pupils have:

•
learnt to use technical terminology within the study of religion

•
learnt to analyse different key beliefs and practices

•
learnt to use artefacts and pictures as sources

•
had an opportunity to develop skills of interpretation and reflection

Language for learning

Through the activities in this unit pupils will be able to understand, use and spell correctly words relating to the study of:

•
the lives of Abraham and Moses e.g. Ur, Egypt, Canaan, Passover, seder, commandments, pharaoh, plagues etc
Speaking and listening – through the activities pupils could:

•
ask questions to gain clarification and further information, eg why, how, what, when.They will be asked to justify their answers.
Reading – through the activities pupils could:

•
find information using contents, index, glossary, key words, hotlinks, etc

Writing – through the activities pupils could:

•
introduce, develop and conclude pieces of writing appropriately

Resources

As well as a range of textbooks and published resources, this unit will be enhanced by the use of thinking skills activities.
Out-of-school learning

Pupils could:

•
do wider reading around the lives of Abraham and Moses
•
visit a synagogue and talk to members about why they follow the Jewish faith today 
•
visit websites of different religions and talk with classmates about what they have discovered


Future learning

Pupils will go on to:

•
study aspects of Judaism in greater detail in Year 8
•
investigate the reliability of the religious sources as historical documents

•
understand more of the culture from which Abraham and Moses emerged

•
compare and contrast the life of Abraham and Moses with other religious leaders, in order to discover any common factors or distinctions between religions

	Why are stories important ? (Lesson 1)



	• about the importance of story telling as a method for recording and transmitting information about the origins of religious belief


•
about how to find their way around the Old Testament
	· Starter activity: Story telling using the Hindu parable of the Blind men and the elephant – Mini plenary following this activity – why did we use this story?
· Teacher questioning – use think, pair, share : Why are stories important – link back to previous unit on Christianity
               What problems are caused by transmitting information via stories?

· Main activity – an introduction to the stories of the Old Testament – paired activity using the Bibles and quiz sheets

· Plenary activity – Why have we focused on stories today 

                                  Why do we need to write information down in books 

                                  e.g. the Bible?

Homework

      Do stories help you to remember information? Write down/draw what you
      remember about the parable of the blind men and the elephant



	· Have an clear understanding about why stories are important as a method of conveying complex concepts
· Discuss the reliability of story telling as a method for transmitting information
· Have the opportunity to personally engage with the structure and format of the Old Testament of the Bible
· Have the opportunity to reflect on the nature of the skills and understanding they have been developing during the lesson
	· The quiz sheet activity is to be completed in pairs
· The story telling activity helps to promote listening skills and builds confidence in speaking as well as developing thinking skills

	 How and why did Abraham become a founding father of Judiasm? (Lesson 2)


	· about the life of Abraham and gain an understanding of the reasons why he became a religious leader
	· Starter: Introduce the idea of the dilemma faced by Abraham by focusing on dilemmas in the modern world. Issue two life maps – one for a celebrity, one for an ordinary person, both life choices involve the idea of having to make a sacrifice. Pupils discuss both life paths and decide and justify which would be the best path to follow
· Main Activity – introduce Abraham’s dilemma – follow the story of Abraham and Isaac in cartoon form.

              Map skills draw the journey of Abraham 

· Plenary – Write down three pieces of advice you would give to a lottery winner about how to avoid sacrificing their health and happiness

	· identify the reasons why this person is important to a world religion

· describe the key characteristics of Abraham as a founding figure

· understand that choices have consequences

	

	How and why did Moses become a founding father of Judaism? ( Lesson 3)

	· about the life of Moses and the sacrifices he had to make to follow his beliefs

	· Starter – 5Ws activity using a picture of Moses in the bulrushes
· Main activities: watch a video to introduce the key aspects of the story of Moses as the pupils watch they need to note down the key incidents in his life on a pack of cards they have been given. The cards will be used to complete a fortune line activity on the life of Moses – this will be used to develop sequencing and reasoning skills

· Plenary – Feedback from fortune lines

· Homework: Fill in a ‘This is Your life’ sheet on Moses  


	•
identify the key aspects in the life of  Moses
•
explain how these helped to develop his religious beliefs
	

	 Why were the ten plagues important to the development of the Jewish faith?  ( Lesson 4)

	
	
	 

	











