Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl

Otto Frank, Anne's father, was the only person from the secret hiding place to survive the war. When he returned to Amsterdam after the war, he was given Anne's notebooks and papers that the Germans had left scattered on the floor of the ‘secret annex’. Among these papers was Anne’s diary.

The first entry in Anne's diary is dated June 14, 1942, two days after her thirteenth birthday and three weeks before she and her family went into hiding. She wanted to tell her diary everything, including her deepest thoughts which she thought nobody would be interested in.  She invented a person called Kitty and she wrote her diary as though she was writing to Kitty. The first entries in the diary show that Anne is a fairly typical, but very sensitive young girl.

After Anne and her parents went into hiding, Anne wrote about how she felt and about the life she and her family led in their hiding place. The diary makes it clear that Anne was often miserable, but there were also times when she was happy, even when times were very hard.

Living so closely together, the people in the hiding place often got on each other's nerves. Anne was often furious with some of the people in the hiding place, who could get annoyed at the smallest of things.  It was obviously a very difficult place to live. Although there were small arguments, Anne’s diary tells of how even in the face of fear and danger and even when there were eight people crammed into a very small place to live, they managed with grace and dignity.

Anne Frank's diary tells of her dreams and her struggle to grow into a woman.  Anne’s words show how she is trying to understand herself and how she wants to be loved and cared for by others.  She dreamed of becoming a writer, so that she would be remembered after her death.  Through her diary, she achieved that dream, but not in the way she had hoped.
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