A brief biography of

Anne Frank (1929-1945)

Annelies Frank was a Jewish girl who was born on June 12th, 1929 in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Her parents were Otto Frank and Edith Frank-Hollander and they called her Anne.  In 1933, because the German government, the Nazis, had started to persecute Jewish people and to stop them owning businesses in Germany, Anne’s father opened a branch of his company in Amsterdam, in the Netherlands (Holland).  He began planning to take his family there, where he thought they would be safer.

Anne’s family moved into a house in Amsterdam in 1933 and Anne started to go to a local school.  She was a very clever girl and got on very well at her new school. Anne made many new friends. 

In 1940, the Nazis invaded the Netherlands and in five days, the country surrendered to the invading Germans. Anne's father had thought that this was going to happen and he had already started to make part of his offices into a hiding place. Because she was Jewish, the Nazis forced Anne to leave the local school and to go to a Jews only school instead.

In 1942, on her 13th birthday, Anne’s parents gave her a diary as a gift. She immediately took to writing her many thoughts and ideas in this special book.  The Nazis sent Anne’s sister, Margot, a letter telling her that she had to report to a labour camp and it was then that Anne’s family decided it was time to go into hiding.

On July 5th 1942, Anne’s family moved to the ‘secret annex’ next to Mr. Frank's old office.

Anne's famous diary tells of her two years of hiding in the attic above the store, but it ended on August 4, 1944, when a Dutch person told the Germans about where Anne’s family were hiding.

Anne's diary was among the many things left behind by her family. Anne, and the other people who shared the cramped hiding place with her, were all taken to Westerbork camp. A few weeks later as the British and American soldiers began to recapture Holland, the people from the camp were moved to another camp called Auschwitz and later on to other camps. Anne ended up in Bergen-Belsen camp in Germany, after being taken  from Auschwitz in October, 1944. The people in the camp were starving, cold and ill with disease.  Anne’s sister Margot developed typhus and died. A few days later in April 1945, Anne also died from the disease, just a few weeks before the British soldiers arrived to free the prisoners. Anne was 15 years old when she died.
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