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Eight-Level Scale: Religious Education – based on National Expectations

	LEVEL
	Attainment Target 1 : learning from religions (reflection and response)
	Attainment Target 2 : learning about religions (knowledge and understanding)

	1
	Pupils can talk about their own experience and feelings.

They can recognise the things that are important to them and link them to the religions studied.
	Pupils can tell a religious story in outline (using one of a variety of media).

They can recognise features of religious life and practice.

They can recognise some religious symbols and words.

	2
	Pupils are sensitive to other people’s beliefs, values and concerns.

They realise that some questions, which cause people to wonder, are difficult to answer.
	Pupils can retell a religious story.

They can identify some religious beliefs, teachings and practices and see links between two religions.

They can suggest meanings in religious symbols, language and stories.

	3
	Pupils can identify some of the things which influence their own lives.

They can compare the beliefs, values and commitment of others with those of their own.


	Pupils can describe some religious beliefs and teachings and their importance.

They can identify some features of rituals, ceremonies, festivals or celebrations (RCFCs).

They can make links between these rituals, ceremonies, festivals or celebrations and the ways in which some religions use them.

	4
	Pupils can ask questions based on their own and others’ experiences about:

· Key figures

· Puzzling aspects of life (ultimate questions)

· Moral and religious issues.

They can begin to develop their own answers to these issues and to consider the answers given by religions.

They can show understanding of why certain things are held to be right and wrong.
	Pupils can describe the key beliefs and teachings of the religions studied.

They can make accurate links within and between religions.

They show understanding of what belonging to a religion involves.

They can show how religious beliefs, ideas and feelings can be expressed in a variety of forms (e.g. music, art, architecture, dance, drama).

They can use appropriate terminology to give meanings for some religious symbols, stories and language.


	5
	Pupils can make informed responses to:

· Ultimate questions

· To people’s values and commitments (including religious ones)

in the light of their learning.
	Pupils can explain how some principal beliefs, teachings and selected features of religious life and practice are shared by different religions.

They can explain how these make a difference to the lives of individuals and communities, showing how individuals and communities use different ways to express their religion.

	6
	Pupils respond to the experience of inspirational people.

They respond to the religious perspectives of ultimate questions.

They respond to a range of contemporary moral issues using their own and others’ experiences (including religious ones).
	Pupils use their knowledge of the religions studied to explain variation in the principal beliefs and teachings within and between religions.

They can explain what it means to belong to a faith community.

They are able to explain the different ways in which religious groups may express their beliefs.

To achieve this level pupils must make appropriate use of relevant terminology.

	7
	Pupils can evaluate their own and others’ responses to:

· Ultimate questions

· Values and commitments

through the use of appropriate evidence and examples.
	Pupils can relate the following to their historical and cultural contexts:

· Religious beliefs

· Religious teachings

· Religious practices

· Religious lifestyles

· Forms of religious expression including texts, figurative language and symbolism.

	8
	Pupils can give an informed and well-argued account of their own views, values and commitments regarding:

· Identity and experience

· Ultimate questions

· Contemporary moral issues

in the light of different religions and other views and feelings.
	Pupils analyse and account for the influence of religious belief and teachings on:

· Individuals

· Communities

· Society.

They analyse and account for:

· Different views of religious practices and lifestyles

· Different interpretations of religious expression in texts, figurative language and symbolism.

To achieve this level pupils must use appropriate evidence and examples.


For exceptional performance see QCA descriptors.










