Collective Worship: A Meditation Using Film Clips
This act of Collective Worship requires a leader and 5 pupil volunteers who are happy to read the words below

Seating: a class group could sit in a horseshoe, facing each other, with TV/video at the front. A larger group might require more traditional seating arrangements, but should still be able to see the flowers, candle and screen

Focal Point: large flowers & a candle in the middle of the horseshoe or at the front of the hall 

Establishing an atmosphere: silence, for a few moments while the candle is lit. People could be invited to watch the flame and to take in the colours, textures and shapes of the flowers as they settle their thoughts 

Meditation: read by the worship leader 
The room is quiet

The flowers say ‘peace’.

Outside the window

The world goes on.  We hear

Noises of cars, birds sing,

Wind blows.

Only ourselves

Inside are stilled.

The clamour of our minds

Is stilled,

We attend,

We wait.
Also read: The following reflection is based on a Celtic Christian prayer by David Adam, vicar of Lindisfarne:

Lord, you are the Light of the world, a Light no darkness can extinguish.
The leader passes the candle on to one of the volunteers, inviting everyone else present to join in the response ‘we hope that light will shine here’ if they wish to after each film clip. Alternatively, people can reflect on the spoken words and the images they have seen.   The volunteer holding the candle reads the words before each film clip and passes the candle on to the next volunteer so that each has a turn.
Upon people of faith

Wrestling with darkness

Battling against doubt

May the light shine

(Film clip: Leon the Pig Farmer - Rabbis’ debate about the kosher pig)

All: We hope that light will shine here
Upon the world governments

Facing gloom and despair

Battling against disaster

May the light shine
(Film clip: A Few Good Men - The Colonel’s Defence)
All: We hope that light will shine here
Upon each individual

Caught up in changing times

Seeking to be true to themselves

May the light shine

(Film clip: Orlando - Orlando running away from convention) 

All: We hope that light will shine here

Upon all of those

Who work to spread love and happiness

Seeking to serve others

May the light shine

(Film clip: Harry Potter - The end of term awards ceremony)
All: We hope that light will shine here

Upon our beautiful world

And upon the wonder of all creation

Reflecting life and power,

May the light shine

(Film clip: The Secret Garden - new life in the garden)
All: We hope that light will shine here
Meditation: read by the worship leader
And like the returning tide

Gentling the shore

Love’s presence

Renders us true.

Whether out loud in words

Or in our thoughts only,

Our lives and concerns

Come into the light.

Music & private reflection, the candle back in the middle:   

Schubert’s String Quartet no. 14 in D Minor
(Features in the film ‘Death and the Maiden’, staring Ben Kingsley and Sigourney Weaver: a story of recognition, confession and truth...dir. Roman Polanski.)
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