	HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2005

	Holocaust Memorial Day is commemorated in the UK on 27 January each year – the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz – Birkenau.  In 2005 it will be 60 years to the day since the liberation of Auschwitz, and the theme is: Survivors, Liberation and Rebuilding Lives.
When the idea of a commemorative UK  Holocaust Day was first mooted in 1998 it was suggested that there be a minute's silence across the country and that schools hold acts of Collective Worship devoted to remembering the Holocaust.
"By observing Holocaust Day, the peoples of the world, present and future, would express their opposition to anti-semitism, racism and other forms of discrimination, and their support for those subjected to them." 

"The idea of a remembrance day is one part of our efforts to consider how to create a lasting memorial so that the lessons of history are never forgotten." 

The aims of the day are to:

· remember victims of the Holocaust and Nazi persecution – including Jews, Jehovah's Witnesses, Gypsies, Eastern Europeans, disabled people, lesbians and gay men, and trade unionists

· reflect upon those affected by more recent atrocities - Rwanda, Bosnia and Kosovo

· educate about the dangers of anti-Semitism, racism and all forms of discrimination.

Schools may wish to mark Holocaust Memorial Day in an appropriate and sensitive way.  When planning a form of commemoration, schools will want to consider:
· the ages, abilities and experiences of pupils in the school
· how to encourage reflection about an immense human tragedy, and the importance of remembering to ensure that similar events do not ever happen again
· how to incorporate some positive elements – such as recognising the work of those who saved the lives of others, and those who campaign against injustice

· how to link the Holocaust with present day persecution and prejudice around the world.


Websites for information on Holocaust Memorial Day:
http://www.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/features/holocaust/memorial_day.shtml
Theme paper for 2005:

http://www.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk/assets/docs/2005theme.pdf
Image bank:

http://www.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk/resources/imagelibrary/default.asp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/war/genocide/holocaust_survivors_gallery.shtml
Child Survivors of the Holocaust
http://www.holocaustmemorialday.gov.uk/resources/survivorstories/default.asp
Survivors’ stories, including a few of the 10,000 Jewish children who came to Britain (some to Hull) on the Kindertransport:

http://www.vhf.org/testimonyviewer/TV-Main.htm
The Shoah Foundation has online video testimonies clips and other visuals:

SUGGESTIONS for CEREMONIES and ASSEMBLIES 
KS2 assembly plans:
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/assemblies/index.cfm?mode=searchdisplay&id=91&history=keyword
Secondary assembly plans:
http://www1.yadvashem.org/education/ceremonies/liberation/ceremony.asp
Yad Vashem - the Jewish people’s Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/assemblies/index.cfm?mode=searchdisplay&id=50&history=keyword 
http://www.culham.ac.uk/cw/assemblies/011s_holocaust.php
Education Forum on HMD assemblies that challenge:

http://educationforum.ipbhost.com/lofiversion/index.php/t308.html
OTHER RESOURCES

Personal reflections on a Year13 visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau:

http://www.hinchbk.cambs.sch.uk/subjects/re/holocaust/mr.htm

Overview and resources for all key stages:

www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/re/downloads/holocaust.doc

Teaching and Learning
http://www.natsoc.org.uk/schools/holmem/index.php
Church of England
http://www.sln.org.uk/history/holocaust.htm
Staffordshire Learning Net
