Woldgate College Holocaust Memorial Day 2005

Good evening and welcome to Woldgate College.

As you are aware today, the 27th January, is the UK’s 5th annual Holocaust Memorial Day marking the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz.

Auschwitz is the former Nazi concentration and extermination camp in Poland, in which millions of Jews and minority groups were needlessly murdered and abused.

Last year we studied and learnt about the Holocaust and were lucky enough to have the opportunity of meeting Mr Arek Hersh, a survivor of many concentration camps.  His visit and recollection of memories gave us insight into the atrocities mankind can commit and has made us more tolerant to each other’s differences.  However recent conflict in Kosovo and Bosnia demonstrate how discrimination still occurs.  Some pupils also visited the Beth Shalom Memorial Centre in Nottinghamshire.

Prejudicial views continue to be held against minority groups throughout the world.  The aim of Holocaust Memorial Day is to remember victims at the Holocaust and Nazi persecution as well as to reflect upon recent atrocities worldwide.

Today is a day to look back to the past, but also look forward to the future.  Never again should genocide on this scale take place and we, the youth of today, are responsible to see that it doesn’t.

Woldgate College volunteered to represent the East Riding in commemorating National Holocaust Memorial Day.  The whole school were off timetable from 1.30pm to view displays, including the art illustration in J-block, to which everyone contributed.  Pupils asked and answered questions and the afternoon ended with reflection as well as thinking on to the future.

Students from year 10 have been performing pieces of dance and drama to illustrate the events of sixty years ago.

We hope you enjoy these performances but please don’t forget the reason why we are here.  Remember and be grateful for the future.

Thank you for listening.

