Religious Education in the Foundation Stage
Link to festivals -

· Divali- 

· Rangoli patterns

· Make monsters and use in outdoor play

· Movement to music from India

· Make coil pots for night lights

· Dramatise a story linked with Divali 

· Hannukah

· Dramatise the Hannukah story

· Look at the hannukiah and the lit candles

· Make pictures/models of a hannukiah 

· Christmas

· Wrap presents 

· Listen to stories about presents

· Make presents

· Use puppets to dramatise the Christmas story

· Harvest

· Explore harvest fruits by drawing, printing and tasting

· Explore where our food comes from and how it gets to us

· Use small world to play farmers

· Take part in a Harvest celebration

· Listen to the story Handa’s Surprise
Use picture books -

· Ruff by Jane Hissey

· Out and About by Shirley Hughes

· Alfie Gives a Hand by Shirley Hughes

· Helpers by Shirley Hughes

· Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

· The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister

Use artefacts -

· Let the children look at them

· Find out when and where they are used

· Find them in pictures of places of worship

· Let children handle them (if appropriate)

Use Circle Time -

· To reflect on stories

· To talk about their own experiences

· To reflect on what they have done

· To build a ‘community feeling’

· With a candle when looking at festivals of light

Use puppets and dolls -

· To dramatise stories

· For small world play linked to stories and themes

· To explore feelings

Use music -

· Learn songs linked to festivals and sing them in celebrations

· To move to 

· To create a peaceful atmosphere

Use story bags to tell stories -

· With characters from a story

· With artefacts from a story

· With items that suggest a story

· With items from several stories “I’ll look in my bag… I wonder which story I’ll find inside?”

· With drapes and other items to be laid out as a story is told

Use the role play area -

· Set up as a home or place of worship linked to a particular faith or festival

· For a celebration, e.g. a birthday or a wedding

· With resources and made artefacts for a family of a particular faith, e.g. pictures, candles, clothing

· As a place of worship they have seen in a picture, on video, in real life

Use creative activities -

· Paint pictures

· Make models

· Make decorations

· Make presents

· Make food

· Make books

Find out about the wider world -

· Look at where food comes from and how it gets to us
· Listen to stories from around the world
· Taste food from different cultures

· Listen to music from different cultures and explore through movement, percussion, etc.
